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Many early writers such as 

Robinson and Robinson (1968) on 
childhood and care education are of the 
view that young children are not matured 
enough to know complex skills demanded 
by pre-school education programmes and 
that the need of mothers love and the 
fostering of children, emotional security 
are more important than any form of 
education programme. It should be noted 
here that not all people agreed on the need 
for such early childhood education 
programme In those days for educational 
development of the children. Some people 
such as Reissman (1962) contend that early 
childhood years should be utilized firmly 
grounding the child in his/her sub-culture  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and that exposing him/her to pre-school 
programmes which emphasize intellectual 
skills would impose middle class values on 
the child and destroy the positive aspects 
of his/her sub-culture. This is a common 
practice in most societies to make 
provision of early childhood or pre-school 
education programme before actual school 
age going mainly to prepare them for 
education in the primary schools. In the 
colonial era were the kindergarden and the 
infant classes, which consisted of group of 
children, considered not yet ready for 
primary education. As grouping for 
instruction in schools was not age-based 
during that period, some children aged six 
or even more could be found in some of 
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the infant classes, with the phasing out of 
infant classes, some parents began to feel 
the need for nursery schools. The demand 
for nursery education was, however, very 
low until recent times. A study of the 
provision for nursery education in Lagos, 
by Makinwa-Adebusoye in 1981, for 
instance, showed that only 7.7% out of the 
948 parents in her study sent their children 
to either a nursery school of a group care 
centre. 

A similar study by Orebanjo in the 
same year showed that half the working 
mothers in Ile-Ife which by then was a 
semi-urban settlement, preferred keeping 
their children with members of the 
extended family for child care to sending 
them to day care centres or nursery schools 
(Orebanjo, 1981) it is because of the 
attitudes of parents not willing to send 
their children to daycare centres or nursery 
schools that prompted the Nigerian 
educational administrators and policy 
makers under the military government in 
1977 to give official recognition to the pre-
primary education in the national policy on 
education. 
 
Childhood and Care Education 

The early childhood and care 
education is labeled as pre-primary 
education in the National policy on 
Education (2004) and is defined as the 
education given in an education institution 
to children aged three (3) to Five (5) plus 
prior to their entering the primary schools. 
As stated in the national policy on 
Education, the objectives of pre-primary 
education include among others: 

 

1.  To Effect a Smooth Transition 
From Home to the School 
It is always not easy for the effective 
transition of education from home to 
the school because of the absence of 
the parents in the schools and at the 
same time, the child depends heavily 
on his parents to fulfill his societal 
roles and responsibilities. The child 
gets some changes and new habits 
and emotional adjustments as soon 
as he enters the nursery school. 

 
2.  To Prepare the Child for the 

Primary Level of Education  
 This is where the child needs some 

elementary foundation which helps 
him to cope with the school activities 
especially as a beginner as soon as he 
gets admitted into the primary school 
for this reason schools make it a 
policy that the child must have some 
rudimentary academic knowledge and 
skills in reading, writing, counting 
and communication before 
considering him for admission into 
primary one. 

 
3.  To Provide Adequate Care and 

Supervision for the Children while 
their Parents are at Work (on the 
Farm, in the Market, Office Etc) 

 Parents who are engaged in doing one 
thing or the other cannot adequately 
take care of their children. This is the 
reason why they have to send their 
children to the nursery schools. Thus, 
the pre-primary schools perform dual 
functions of academic activities as 
well as that of caring for the children. 
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4.  To Inculcate Social Norms 
 These are behaviour that are 

considered appropriate and acceptable 
in a particular society. For example, 
in some societies, one of their social 
norms is the respect of elders and 
those in position of authority. Most 
parents because of pressure of work 
do not stay with their children, as 
such the teaching of those norms 
hardly take place at home. Therefore, 
they will have to be taught to the 
children in the school so as to 
supplement what is to be given at 
home.  

 
5.  To Inculcate in the Child the Spirit 

of Enquiring and Creativity, 
through the Exploration of Nature, 
the nvironment, Art, Music and 
Playing with Toys E.T.C. 

 This helps to develop the child’s spirit 
of enquiring and creativity and it is in 
high demand because of the scientific 
and technology waves presently 
engulfing the world. It is not how 
much the pupils can contribute at this 
movement that matters, but his mind 
is developed towards being interested 
in enquiring and creativity. At this 
stage, playing with relevant materials 
is the best method to apply. 

 
6.  To Develop a Sense of Co-

Operation and Team-Spirit. 
 In Nigeria we need a sense of co-

operation and team-spirit. This 
enables as to live interact together 
despite our differences. Co-operation 

enables us to get help from one 
another at the individual levels, while 
collectively it helps the nation to 
fulfill certain basic needs. Any 
material resource of one part of the 
country can be used to develop the 
entire country. Attitude of co-
operation and team spirit should be 
taught to the pupils. The pupils should 
work together using one or none of 
them. They should borrow and lend 
materials from one another. 

  
 7.  To Learn the Rudiment of 

Numbers, Letters, Colours, Shapes 
Forms E.T.C Through Play 

 This is vary necessary for the mental 
development of the child. The child is 
taught reading, identification, 
grouping, differentiation e.t.c his 
mental ability will grow giving way 
for intellectual development. The 
child must be taught through play. 
The national policy on education 
(2004) listed the measures to be taken 
by government to ensure the 
achievement of this objectives of pre-
primary education which includes: 

1.  Encourage private effort in the 
provision      of pre-primary education 

2.  Making provision in teaching training 
institutions for production of 
specialist teachers in pre-primary 
education. 

3. Ensuring that the medium of 
instruction will be principally the 
mother tongue or the language of the 
local community. 

4.  Ensuring that the main method of 
teaching in pre-primary institution 
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will be through play. 
5.  Regulating and controlling the 

operation of pre-primary education, 
ensuring adequate training of staff 
and provision of essential equipment. 

  
In addition to these measures, 

appropriate levels of government )state and 
local) are required to establish and enforce 
educational laws that will ensure that 
established pre-primary schools are well-
run pre-primary teachers are well qualified 
and other appropriate academic 
infrastructures provided. Ministries of 
Education are expected to ensure 
maintenance of high standard. 
 
Conclusions 
 From all indications available 
evidence shows that early childhood 
education has a positive influence on 
educational development of children in 
later life and some writers on early 
childhood education such as (Barnett, 
2006, Rolnick and Grunewald, 2003) have 
asserted that investing in it can yield high 
return. The objectives of early childhood 
education as stated in the National policy 
on Education (2004) in the country can 
only be achieved if the policy is 
consistently and effectively implemented. 
For this to happen, government, especially 
at the local level, should show more 
interest in early childhood education by 
providing some of the facilities and funds 
and must make sure that all those measures 
stated in the policy document aimed at 
facilitating the achievement of nursery 
schools. Approvals should be given to 
building plans of nursery schools before 

construction work starts in order to 
standardize some of the infrastructural 
facilities. These facilities should be 
inspected and declared adequate before the 
admission of the first batch of children. 
Effective measures should be taken to 
ensure that such facilities are available to 
children in rural areas. Very importantly, 
the facilities and regularly inspected to 
enhanced the quality of their educational 
programmes. 
 
Recommendations 
 If childhood and care education in 
the country are to benefit from the lofty 
objectives of pre-primary education policy, 
there is the need for the federal, state and 
local government to ensure that relevant 
facilities are available in both rural and 
urban areas. Various local governments in 
the country should come to the aid of rural 
areas as far as the provision of pre-primary 
education facilities is concerned. Matching 
grants or any other type of grants could be 
given to communities to set up such 
institution if the government cannot set 
them up for them unaided. Such 
communities can then run them at reduced 
costs to parents. 
  

There is the need for state ministry 
of education officials to enforce the 
regulations laid down by the federal 
ministry of education in regard to the 
provision of pre-primary education. 
Effective quality monitoring units should 
be set up by state ministry of education and 
provided with necessary logistic support to 
ensure that minimum standards are 
maintained in both public and private pre-
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primary schools. Pre-school educational 
institutions that do not meet the minimum 
standards specified by any states ministry 
of education should be closed down, to be 
reopened only when the provision 
complies with the laid down standards.  

 
The federal government should take 

positive steps to that programmes for 
producing teachers who specialize in early 
childhood education that do not only exist 
in some of the nations teacher education 
institutions but are entered into by teacher 
education candidates. This can be achieved 
by offering various incentives to such 
teacher education candidates. In addition, 
each state of the federation should add on 
nursery section in some of their primary 
schools where the products of such 
programmes can find employment. 
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